[imc-sa] [DEBATE] : Press Release Immediate - Pre paid Meters

Bryan Ashe bryan at mweb.co.za 
Thu Sep 18 18:03:29 PDT 2003 

· Previous message: [imc-sa] Media Release:Corruption in Joburg Metro 
· Next message: [imc-sa] Corrupt Jo'burg development organisation tries to evict low-income earners from inner city 
· Messages sorted by: [ date ] [ thread ] [ subject ] [ author ] 



Playing a dangerous JOWCO on the lives of the poor

Press Statement issued by the South African Water Caucus on prepaid water

meters.

The South African Water Caucus (SAWC) stands in solidarity with the Phiri

and wider Soweto communities, the Anti Privatisation Forum, Soweto

Electricity Crisis Committee, Orange Farm Water Crisis Committee, Anti

Eviction Campaign and the South African Municipal Workers’ Union in

resisting the installation of prepaid water meters by the Johannesburg Water

Company (JOWCO).

Prepaid water meters are consistent with the increasing transfer of water

delivery services from the public sector to its entrenchment within the

private sector. The SAWC opposes the private sector as a vehicle for the

delivery of water to our people.  Such a paradigm shift, which sees

financial determinants as the single most important decision-making factor,

will not meet the socio-economic rights and requirements of low-income

households.  Water should not be delivered through mechanisms, which

necessitate its payment prior to its access.  Doing so ignores the special

financial and social vulnerabilities facing low-income households and the

necessity for the implementation of affordable and equitable water tariffs

and subsequent easy-payment terms.  Furthermore, the SAWC opposes JOWCO’s

and DWAF’s disassociation with their social responsibility of ensuring all

citizens have access to an adequate and affordable water supply to meet

their basic domestic needs.  This is because relying on the private sector

and commercialisation mechanisms e.g. prepaid water meters, does not

guarantee all people have access to a basic water supply owing to the very

real possibility of ‘self-disconnection’ owing to low-income household

affordability constraints.

Households require more than DWAF’s ubiquitous allocation of 6 kilolitres,

which is wholly inadequate in meeting the basic water requirements of

low-income households, and DWAF, has not addressed the water service

affordability crisis. Subsequently, households are required to pay the full

costs of the additional water required.  However, because the majority of

low-income households simply cannot afford to pay the full costs of the

required water supply, prepaid water meters allow for the

‘self-disconnection’ of their water supply. This has serious implications

for the health and well-being of households (increased levels of poverty,

diarrhoeal diseases, domestic violence); gender equity; and raises concerns

regarding waters’ importance for basic human rights, education, local

environments, people living with HIV/AIDS, households dependent of social

grants and the dignity of all citizens.  The installation of prepaid meters

is not responsible public health policy; it is shortsighted and socially

irresponsible.

The link between water and health is obvious.  Prepaid meters were declared

‘an ultimate sanction’ and rendered illegal under the U.K. Water Act of

1998.   JOWCO and DWAF must address the affordability crisis within the

water services sector, prioritise public health, ensure that water services

remain in the public sector, employ socially acceptable delivery mechanisms

and raise the free basic water allocation to meet the basic water

requirements and other special requirements of its low-income domestic

users.

Communities resisting prepaid water meters are doing so to ensure that the

rights of low-income households, unable to pay the full costs of water, are

upheld.  Where public consultation processes are inadequately implemented,

public opposition remains the only strategy for communities to resist unjust

and inequitable practices.  Communities have a right to resist cost-recovery

mechanisms that erode the rights, survival strategies and dignity of their

people.  We join the communities in their opposition to prepaid water

meters.  We call on the Johannesburg Water Company and the Department of

Water Affairs and Forestry to put an immediate halt to Operation Gcin'amanzi

and to remove water service delivery from the cost-recovery framework.
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